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22nd July 2024

As l complete my last newsletter I am filled with a profound sense of gratitude and nostalgia. After many years of dedication and unwavering commitment to St Anthony’s School, the time has come for me to say farewell and embark on a new chapter of my life: retirement.
Reflecting on my journey, I am reminded of the countless faces, the myriad challenges, and the innumerable triumphs that have defined my career. Each day has been an opportunity to learn, to grow, and to make a difference in the lives of our incredible students. The essence of this school has always been its community—a community bound by care of the children and young people, patience, and the shared goal of fostering an environment where every child can thrive.
Special education is not just a profession; it is a calling. Our students, each with their unique abilities and talents, have taught me invaluable lessons about resilience, creativity, and the power of the human spirit. They have shown me that limitations are not barriers but rather opportunities to innovate and adapt. It has been a privilege to witness their growth, to celebrate their successes, and to support them through their struggles.
To my dedicated staff, you are the backbone of St Anthony’s. Your passion, empathy, and tireless efforts have been the driving force behind our students' achievements. It is your unwavering belief in their potential that has turned challenges into stepping stones. Together, we have created a nurturing and inclusive environment where every child feels valued and supported. For that, I am profoundly grateful.
To the parents and carers, your collaboration, understanding, and support have been instrumental in our shared mission. Your advocacy and partnership have not only enriched our students' lives but have also strengthened our community.
And to the students, past and present, you are the heart of this school. Your smiles, laughter, and determination have been the greatest rewards of my career. Each one of you holds a special place in my heart. Remember, you are capable of achieving great things. Believe in yourselves, embrace your uniqueness, and never stop striving for your dreams.
As I bid farewell, I am filled with hope and optimism for the future. This school is in capable hands, and I am confident that it will continue to flourish and evolve. I look forward to seeing the incredible accomplishments that lie ahead for each and every one of you.
Thank you for the unforgettable memories, the lessons learned, and the friendships forged. Though I am retiring, my passion for special education will forever remain a part of who I am.
With deepest gratitude and warmest wishes,
Mr Robert Page
Dates for the diary[image: cid:image003.png@01D957F1.23086D70] 
· Tuesday 23rd July – Last Day of Term – 1:30pm finish 
· Monday 2nd Sept – INSET DAY – Children do not attend
· Tuesday 3rd Sept – INSET DAY – Children do not attend
· Wednesday 4th Sept – First day if Term 1

[image: ]British Values
· Democracy - have the right to have your voice heard
· Individual Liberty - Promote freedom of choice
· Rule of Law - The importance of law and rules
· Mutual Respect & Tolerance - to respect those from different backgrounds




Attendance

Did you know your child’s attendance affects your child’s success? Being in school, on time, every day is vital for student’s well-being, not just their educational growth but for their development in so many other areas such as social and emotional development. We understand that our students needs are far different from the students in mainstream school, so this year we are aiming for a whole school attendance of at least 85%. To achieve this, we are continuing our promotion and praise of individual school attendance. 

How is Attendance at St Anthony’s rewarded?
We monitor and reward attendance on a weekly, termly and yearly basis with a variety of rewards up for grabs. Our weekly attendance is monitored from a Friday to a Thursday, this allows us to celebrate that week’s attendance achievements in our school assembly on a Friday morning. 
Students who obtain 100% attendance from the Friday to Thursday will receive a certificate and 5 Reward Shop Tokens. Students who receive 90% attendance in the same period will receive 3 Reward Shop Tokens.  We also recognise that our students who have a Personal Learning Plan (or a PLP) will never obtain 100% or 90% attendance due to their learning plan. Therefore, students on a PLP who attend 100% of their PLP during the weekly time-frame are rewarded with a certificate and 1 Reward Shop Token. 
The Termly monitoring is based upon the old 3 term school year, Term 1 running until Christmas, Term 2 until Easter and Term 3 until Summer. For every student who achieves 100% attendance for the Term will receive a pin badge and a certificate. The colour of the pin badge is determined by how many TERMS the student has achieved 100%. Bronze will be awarded for all students who have achieved 1 Term of 100% attendance. Silver is awarded to all students who have achieved 2 TERMS of 100% attendance and Gold is awarded to all students who have achieved all 3 TERMS of 100% attendance. Also, ALL students with an attendance of 95% or above will be entered into a draw to win 1 of 3 vouchers worth £20, £10 and £5.
[image: C:\Users\Marksk\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Outlook\KL87E1D8\B.png]The Yearly monitoring is quite simple, all students who receive 95% attendance or above will be presented with a certificate and medal. Students who receive 100% attendance for the year will receive a certificate and medal to take home and their name will be etched onto our Attendance Plaque. 

Uniform Challenge 

Each week we are challenging classes to work together to win the best uniform award.
Whilst we understand uniform can be expense and come with sensory challenges for some young people we would like parents to work with us in ensuring uniform or similar colours are worn. This means:
· White logo’d or plain polo shirt 
· Black plain trousers
· Navy blue logo’d or plain jumper, fleece or cardigan in the colder months. 
If you are having issues with uniform please contact the school to see if there is any way we can support you.
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Forest School
This term in forest school we have been making jam using the plums from our tree. A big thank you to Harry for harvesting the plums and Lewis for making jam. It tastes delicious and we hope to make more before the end of this term.
The children have enjoyed the whole process of picking the fruit, de-seeding it and watching it transform into a delicious treat to have on toast at breakfast time.
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We have been busy harvesting the potatoes and turnips. We then used these ingredients to make a huge vegetable curry in forest school. 
All classes then had some delivered to have a taste and see how amazing the vegetables were when added to a recipe.  
[image: C:\Users\Marksk\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Outlook\AF795MJ8\Gemini and Cloud._.jpg][image: Carrots Isolated On White: Over 93,871 Royalty-Free Licensable Stock  Illustrations & Drawings | Shutterstock][image: C:\Users\Marksk\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Outlook\AF795MJ8\Gemini and Cloud.jpg][image: C:\Users\Marksk\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Outlook\AF795MJ8\Turnips gemini and Cloud.jpg]

We have been exploring how to work with fire independently. Botany class embraced the challenge and showed great resilience when it got tricky. 
Also in forest school we now have the underwater camera. We have been able to observe the tadpoles and newts in their natural environment and see if we could spot any other pond life. It has been fascinating.
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Colins Pickled cabbage! 
During enrichment activities, Colin has been supporting a number of pupils to make pickled vegetables. These will be ready and available to buy at the Winter fair. 
Look out for more delicious creations on our stall.
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[image: T:\School Photo's\2023-24 TRIPS & EVENTS\Elev8 Gold Reward Trip\DSCF0083.JPG][image: T:\School Photo's\2023-24 TRIPS & EVENTS\Elev8 Gold Reward Trip\DSCF0137.JPG]Botany spent this term learning about their favourite animals in their natural habitats and recreating their environments using a variety of materials. 

Fantastic effort all round! 


Forest School Project complete!
Pupils from Year 11 and Year 10 have worked on the construction of a shelter in Forest School from the foundations to the Timber Frame Construction and the Boarding and Felting of the Roof. This involved Groundworks, labouring, Carpentry and Joinery Skills and Roofing.
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Elev8 – Reward Trip

Last week some of our pupils visited Elev8 as their end of year reward. 
They had a wonderful time experiencing some of the new features on offer! 
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PTFA Fun Day!
To celebrate the end of the school year the children were able to enjoy a bouncy castle, cool treat and have a look around a real working fire engine! A big thank you to Heather for organising a lovely event! Very much enjoyed by all! 
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Thank you to everyone that donated we are very proud to announce they raised over £1,400! What a wonderful cause by some amazing people! 	      
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Whats on!
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Medway Grid for Learning is delighted to offer a series of free upcoming courses aimed at helping parents safeguard their children from cybercrime and ensure their online safety. These sessions are a fantastic opportunity to enhance your understanding of cyber threats and learn practical strategies to protect your family.
Benefits of Attending:
· Gain a deeper understanding of cyber threats and how they affect children.
· Learn practical steps to safeguard your children from online dangers.
· Discover resources and tools to help monitor and manage online activities.
· Connect with other parents and carers to share experiences and strategies.
Cyber Choices for Parents & Carers: Safeguarding Against Cybercrime
· Monday, 19 Aug, 20:00 BST
Register Here
· Thursday, 22 Aug, 20:00 BST
Register Here
Online Safety For Parents
· Wednesday, 24 Jul, 18:00 BST
Register Here
· Wednesday, 31 Jul, 19:00 BST
Register Here
· Tuesday, 6 Aug, 19:00 BST
Register Here
· Thursday, 15 Aug, 19:00 BST
Register Here
· Thursday, 22 Aug, 19:00 BST
Register Here
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This summer we’re also running a campaign called Go Somewhere Good! 
Kooth is sharing inspiring ideas of good places and things to do over the holiday that are free and have been sourced from young people across the UK. Everyone who votes for their favourite idea has the chance to win a prize that might give your students an alternative to spending too much time on their phone - prizes include skateboards, frisbees and £50 book vouchers. 
For your final tutorial or form times, you could spark debate using our discussion guide with ideas to boost mental wellbeing and online safety.
For families, many of whom can’t afford to take their children on holiday or to take time off work all summer, we have some resources for you to share:
Free Kooth Talks webinars “Parenting pressures during the summer holiday and how we can help” 

here’s the booking form for you to email to parents Activity sheets to supplement all the good ideas of things to do that are available on Kooth.
Cost of Living Support
[image: ]With the pressures of costs around us there is a number of services that can support.  If you are having troubles please contact them direct or come and talk with us. 
A link below is Thanet councils community hub which can sign post to a range of support functions
https://www.thanet.gov.uk/info-pages/covidcommunityadvice/ 
DWP - Outreach sessions for families
Ramsgate – The Priory Children’s Centre, Cannon Rd, Ramsgate CT11 9SQ
Outreach available every Wednesday between 9am to 12noon. To book a slot to see our adviser at the Priory Children Centre in Ramsgate please contact jayne.conroy@dwp.gov.uk

Margate – Six Bells Children Centre, 201 High St, Margate CT9 1WH Outreach available every Monday between 1pm to 4pm. To book a slot to see our adviser at the Six Bells in Margate please contact
philip.raeburn@dwp.gov.uk or  anita.taylor@dwp.gov.uk
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Visit Kent Resilience Hub where you can increase your understanding, find approaches and tools or navigate your way to support and services relating to resilience and emotional wellbeing.

[image: ][image: ]Kooth online support and counselling for 10-25 year olds across Kent and Medway.  Offering 1-2-1 counselling, helpful articles, community discussion boards and daily journals.

MindEd is a free educational resource on children and young people's mental health for all adults.
[image: ]Call NSPCC on 0808 800 5000 if you’re worried about the safety of a child. Or call the police on 999 if you think a child is in immediate danger.
[image: ]Mind's Action for Children around self esteem and helping your child. Parents with Confidence help your child to emotionally regulate.
[image: ]Free and confidential advice from Family Lives on 0808 800 2222 if you’re finding it hard at home with your child and are struggling to cope.
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Young Minds have a parent’s helpline, information and resources. 

St. Anthony’s School, St. Anthony’s Way, Margate, Kent CT9 3RA

Website  www.st-anthonys.kent.sch.uk 
Email admin@st-anthonys.kent.sch.uk 
Phone 01843 292015
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Fiost of Living Support Map
This map will show you the services that are available locally
to support with:-

* Information and Advice

« Food Banks/Support

* Warm Banks

Cost of Living Support Document

Want to read the information at a more convenient time?
This link will allow you to download the

full list of services that can help.

Connect Well East Kent

If you would like to speak to someone for further

information & advice, or if you are not sure what you

would be eligible for, feel free to give our Connect Well Team
acall on 0300 302 0178

or scan the QR code to visit their website.
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